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GERMANY AND THE SPREAD

OF THE PEOPLE’S REVOLUTION

DEMANDS OF THE GERMAN STRIKERS.
(AS GIVEN BY “THE TIMES.”)

(1) Peace on the basis of no annexations, no

indemnities, the right of the peoples to decide

their own destinies.

(2) Active participation of the workers of all

nations in the Peace negotiations. ss

(3) The requisitioning of the food supplies in

order to obtain proper provisioning. a

(4) Abolition of the “‘state of siege’’ and mili-
Sa Hai ag OS OM IE

“(is tee “Bear” this gees as ‘Immediate abolition of
martial law and restoration of the right of public meeting.
Abolition of militarisation of War factories."’)

(5) Liberation of all persons imprisoned for

(6) Democratisation of the whole fabric of
Labour through the introduction of universal,

secret and equal electoral franchise for the

Prussian Diet.
“Star” eays: ‘Votes for all men and women over

20." It also adds: “Fundamental democratisation of all
State institutions in Germany.”)

Whether German strikes are intended to
last till the/ above programme is accomplished,

or whether the strikes are merely intended as a

demonstration of Labour’s power to last for a

limited period only, there can be no doubt that

they are animated by the spirit which created the

Russian Revolution. The German strikers do not

yet ask for Socialism, but they have adopted the

Peace formula of their Russian comrades.

The German censorship and the fear enter-

tained by the capitalists of all nations that the

revolutionary. movement amongst the workers

may spread from country to country, and the

desire of Allied war-mongers to establish the be-

lief that the Germans will soon be beaten, make

it necessary to receive all news of German hap-

penings with extreme reserve. Nevertheless, there
can be no doubt that the strike movement is ex-

tensive and widespread. The ‘Daily News’’ of

February 1st reported that a million workers had

struck. A Reuter telegram, published the same

day, announced that in Berlin alone there were

700,000 strikers, of whom 580,000 were women.

The ‘Times’? of February 2nd reported great

strikes of munition workers, ‘transport workers,

miners, and others in a large number of other

towns and districts, seven of which had been

under martial law.

Whether the German strikers aim at the estab-

lishment of Socialism, the creation of a workers’
Government, or the mere attainment of certain
fixed demands by the force of popular pressure,

their task will be an infinitely more difficult one

than that of the Russians, for the German auto-

eracv and German capitalism are immensely more

efficient and more firmly entrenched than were
the equivalent forces in Russia. Nevertheless,

as the Russians have clearly shown us,. war be-

tween capitalist Governments creates the workers’
opportunity of emancipation. It is significant to

note that, whilst Press telegrams of February rst
stated that the military authorities of Hambure

had ordered the strikers there to return to work

under threat, should they refuse, of being incor-
porated in the Armv and made to work under
military law, vet the telegrams of February end

reported that the number of strikers in Hambure
had grown to 40,000. In Berlin and other places
the strikers’ committees are said to have been

dissolved, oublic meetines suppressed by the

military authorities, and numbers of Socialists, in-
cluding some Members of the German Parliament,

arrested. It was even sugrested by the ‘‘Kreuz-
zeitune”’ that the strikers should be deprived of
their share of the food rations. a proposal which
would, of course. result in food riots.

Reports as to how far those who have hitherto
been the official leaders of the workers have nar-
ticinated in the strike movement are conflicting.

The ‘Times’ special corresnondent stated that
on Mondav. Tanuarv 28th, the leadershin of nart
of the strike was placed in the hands of strikers’
delerates and representatives of Majority and

Minoritw Socialists, and at the same meeting the

demands above set forth were adopted. The

“Daily News” also reports that the Workers’

Council, the Soviet of Berlin, formed to carry on

the strike, comprised delegates of the strikers and
six representatives Of the two Socialist Parties.
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strikers’ demands which refer to foreign

and seeking to further only those connected with

political reforms at home; also that they are

endeavouring to check the strike movement from

spreading amongst the bakers.

likely that the German Majority Socialists are

still inclined, as are the British Labour leaders, to

cling to the narrow nationalism, which is entirely
dominated by the i of capitalism, ‘and
which has hitherto made them the subservient

assistants of their Government in the prosecution
of the War. The attitude of the Majority
Socialists towards the, strike has probably

vacillated, and ‘*Vorwaerts’’ itself announced
that the Socialist Party had not advocated the
strike, but would pure it since it ae oe
an accomplished That cannot call

! It is interesting to note that, accord-
ing to the “Star” of January 3oth, the editorial
staff of ‘“Vorwaerts,”’ the daily organ of the
Majority Socialists, declared against the strike,
hut the and compositors published a
statement in the paper asserting their solidarity
with the strikers. A day or two later the ‘‘Vor-
waerts’’ was pong for publishing a pro-
clamation calling for a general strike. This, too,
was perhaps inserted by the compositors! But
undoubtedly the ‘‘Vorwaerts” has given some
support to the strikers, and has pointed out that
their unrest has been caused by misgovernment
at home, and by aggressive War aims to which
the workers have not . . At the same time
it has insisted that the German Socialists are not
Bolsheviks. How much afraid of being suspected
of the desire to establish Socialism in our own
time some Socialists are!

A fine example has been set by the workers on
severat German capitalist newspapers, who
struck work to prevent those newspapers appear-
ing because ‘‘Vorwaerts’’ had been suppressed.
When shall we see the example followed in this
country?

That brings us to the all-important question :
How does the German strike movement affect the
workers of this country? The ‘‘Times’’ fantastic-
ally pretends that the strikes in Germany and
Austria may possible be welcomed, or even en-
gineered by the Governments of those countries
in order to makethe Allies believe that the
Central Empires are no longer autocratically
governed, but that political changes have
occurred there which will ‘‘satisfy the ideals of
the American democracy." Does the ‘‘Times”

suggest, then, that the Kaiser and the capitalists
will agree to a revolution in the hope of pleasing
the American ji

War, as in everything else, are engaged in their

accustomed chase after the Almighty Dollar?

Lord Northcliffe constantly shows that he has a
very low idea of the intelligence of his readers,
but un he is too well aware of the
standpoint both of the German and American
Governments to take his own absurd

seriously. He-has merely put it forward as an
excuse for continuing to insist that the War shall
be fought till Germany is stripped of her colonies
and until she and her Allies are forced to concede
all the other demands of Allied capitalists,
that there shall be no modification of -this

make Germany the most democratic country in
the world. That such is the intention of Lord

Northcliffe, and of those whose mouthpiece he is,
no one who pays the least intelligent attention to
their policy can doubt for an instant.

Since the outbreak of War the men who have
supported it in this country have complained that
the German workers were subservient to their

Government, and have called on them to revolt.
Foremost amongst these critical advisers, and
most bitter. especially in blaming the German
Socialists. have been Mr. Henderson and

in

a8

gz
Prepared to do to aid the German strikers
struggle for a democratic Peace? The
Labour Leaders assume that the War Aims
Allied Governments are now the same as
which thev have induced the Labour Conferences
to accent. though (in spite of the fact that official
Labour’s War Aims are open to serious criticism
and are tainted by Government influence) even
Lord Lansdowne has clearly shown his belief that
the Allies’ War Aims are still aggressively im-
perialistic.

An interestine light on the manner in which
“Labour's War Aims” are viewed-in influential
canitalict circles is shed hv the following letter
of Sir Thomas Holdich, President of the Roval
Georranhical Societv. written in answer to the
Portueuese Geographical Society, which had ex-
pressed anxietv as to the future of Portuguese
onlonial possessions :—
The council take pleasure in declaring to you that they

would have no sympathy whatever with any such scheme,

fete

who, in iremwee this -

3
triw it enemy, but not by her fai Allies. 1 4ten gy you will convey to your soci beg
that we attach no serious importance to

incidents, including the statements of Sir Edward
Carson and many Ministers and ex-Ministers,
Mr. Henderson has written to the Press to assure
turbulent British workers that ‘The Govern-
ments have been impressed by the unity, clear-
sightedness, and determination displayed by
organised democracy.”

Mr. Henderson has watched Conscription
fastened upon the workers, and knows that Mr.
Lloyd George has announced that Conscription
will remain in force in this country until every
other nation discards it; Mr. Henderson has seen
the conscript workers returning mangled and
broken from the War, and again and again
denied even the paltry pension they were pro-
mised on enlistment; he has observed _ the
profiteers reaping great fortunes out of the hunger
of the people, whilst Government control has
held back the workers from securing higher
wages; as Labour’s representative he has been
ignominiously expelled from the Government;
the Government’s contemptuous refusal to grant
passports to the Stockholm Conference is still
fresh in his mind; yet he appeals to the workers
not to wreck the ‘“‘great triumph’? which he
asserts will be achieved by the ‘‘international
working class in the field of diplomacy.”

Mr. Henderson sat helpless in the Cabinet
whilst Capital preyed on Labour; he was im-
potent when the Government prevented the
Stockholm Conference. What will he do if the
Passports are again refused? He writes of ‘‘a
moral ultimatum to the Governments from the
Organised democracy in all the belligerent
countries”; but those who framed the secret
treaties disclosed by the Bolsheviks pay no regard
to moral considerations !

Something more drastic than a moral ulti-
matum will be needed to move them, Mr.
Henderson! What is it to be? You do not
object to the strike in Germany; you did not
object to the strike in Russia, so long as it went
no further than the abolition of the Czardom.
How strange it is that the political strike, which
is a weapon so greatly admired when used in
other people’s countries, is held to be so dis-

We cannot agree with those who still preach
further patience to the rank and file workers who

ve patiently waited for three and a half years
vain for the Government, the Trade Union

and the Labour Members of Parliament
this war! The workers of this country

waited far too patiently, and far, far too
for others to take action! The Russian

who have taken matters into their own
L and have been fighting unaided to main-

the Socialist Revolution and to extend its
are achieving magnificent successes.

it Govefnment of the Ukraine has
fallen, and a people's Soviet, like that which
the reins at Petrograd, has taken its place.
Brest negotiations the hands of the Russian

: will now be strengthened by Ukrainian
comrades who will act with them. Their efforts
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(Continued on page 946, col. 3.)
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SECRET DIPLOMACY UN
FULL TEXT OF SECRET TREATIES
The Russian Socialist Government (called the

Bolshevik. Government) has published the secret
treaties, understandings, and bargains entered
into by the Governments of the European Powers.
When the Russian Socialist Government came
into power its members discovered the documents
in the Russian Government’s archives. Some of
the information porting “= on Socialist
Government has appeared in British newspapers,
and is re-published hereunder; the headings are
ours. This information should be carefully
studied, as from it we may learn how the War
came and why it is prolonged.

““MANCHESTER GUARDIAN,” DEC, rath.

RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT CLAIMS A FREE
HAND IN THE PART OF PERSIA IT

HAS SEIZED.

FRANCE AND BRITAIN LEFT FREE TO
DESPOIL GERMANY ON WEST; RUSSIA

FREE TO DESPOIL GERMANY AND
AUSTRIA ON EAST.

Telegraphic summaries have recently appeared
in the British Press of a number of secret docu-
ments of the Russian Foreign Office, relating to
agreements with the Allies under the regime of the
late Tsar and published by M. Trotsky. The
full text of these documents has not hitherto been
available, but as they have been printed in the
Petrograd newspapers they cannot but be common.
knowledge to Germany or any other country
interested. The ‘‘Isvestia’’ (the organ of the
Soviet) and the “Pravda” (the organ of the
Bolsheviks) of November 23rd have just reached
this country. They contain the first instalment
of the secret documents as made public by
M. Trotsky. Below we give a translation of these
according to the Russian version. ¥

CONSTANTINOPLE AND PERSIA.

The following relate to Constantinople, the
Straits, and Persia :—

L

A confidential telegram of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs to the Ambassador in Paris,
March 5th, 1915. No. 1,226 :—
On February (March 8th) the French Ambassador,

on behalf of his Government, announced to me that France
was prepared to take up a most favourable attitude in the
matter of realisation of our desires as set out in ———
to you, No. 937, in respect of the Straits and -
stantinople, for which I charged you to tender Delcassé my
gratitude.

In his conversations with you, Delcassé had i
more than once given his assurance that we
pred a cog. of France, and only referred to t
eluci ting the question of the attitude of E:
whom he feared some objections, before he coul
more definite assurance in the above sense. ia
British Government has given its com; inplete consent in wri
ing to the annexation by Russia of the Straits and Con-
Stantinople within the limits indicated by us, and only
demanded geri for its economic interests and a similar
benevolent attitude on our part towards the political aspira-
tions of England in other Ss.

a more definite pronouncement of France's assent to the
Feige ig satisfaction of our desires, similar to that made
by British Government.

(Signed)
II,

Sazonorr.

RUSSIA UNDERTAKES TO BRIBE OTHER
STATES TO ASSIST.

In order to facilitate the breaking

iHi

||

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

just to stipulate that the districts adjoining the cities of
ispahan and Yead, forming with them one
whole, should be secured for Russia in view of the
interests which have arisen there. The neutral sone now
forms a wedge between the Russian and frontiers,
and comes up to the very frontier line of at Tul-
gager. Hence a ion of this
annexed to the Russian sphere of influence.

importance to the Imperial Government u
railway construction in the neutral zone, which will requi
fee coca Socal,

imperial Government expects
liberty of action will be recognised in the sphere of influence
allotted to it, coupled in particular with the right of pre-
ferentially developing in that sphere its and
economic policies,

_ Lastly, the Imperial Government considers
jultaneously

i
FRONTIERS EAST AND WEST.

The following refers to the redrawing of the
Germanic frontiers east and west and to the ques-
tions of Scandinavia, Poland, Rumania, and
China.

A confidential telegram to the Ambassador ih
Paris :—

Petrograd, February 24th, 1917. No, 948.
Please refer to my telegram No. 6063, 1915. At the forth-

rE "(oliieh. Agila: Coichudsd betibbenttir ilies
during the war must remain intact, and are not-subject to

Kagiand on Goneuatingpie, to Stale, ia, and Asia
Minor, and also the London Treaty with 1 » All sugges-

fore it would be perfectly futile to for
this respect.

TO PUSH GERMANY OUT OF THE
CHINESE MARKET,

The question of pushing out the Germans from the

FRANCE AND THE RHINE,

The following relate to the
former French Government

FIiii
; ili

seil
Ff aly‘|j
|

ii:
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bw ll BM Ne, 908, 80 the sect sot aaaallowing France and England ‘complete liberty in’ delimit.the western frontiers of Germany, we expect that theAlison their part wil give un equal in delimitingout frontiers and Austro-Hungary.” Hencethe impending Notes on the question raised byDoumer, will ly us in asking the French Govern-ment, sknultanewudly to contre tet assent to allowing
Russia freedom of action in drawing up her future frontiersin the west. Exact data on the question will be supplied"1s ean ee doe te aa a

sree an ihe removal at the termination of te
ar

(Signed) Poxrovsxy.
IL.

A telegram from the Ambassador in Paris :-—
Copy to London. Referring to your telegram No. 607

+ | inSita ae a

FIGHTING FOR COAL AND IRON.
Copy of a Note of the Minister of F

Affairs of February 1st (14th), 1917, No, 26,
addressed to the French Ambassador in Petro-
grad :—

ANNEX THE REST OF PERSIA. —
revei:lophabenn ea Yeoh, Shek geet Can Os ean SOBRIBES TO RUMANIA: HER COLLAPSE.

Another document signed by M. former
i
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THE VOICE OF THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE
BOLSHEVIKS’ CALL TO FELLOW-WORKERS!

Mie eel ce mene betes. the wayto cri ustry, thus pavi way foranarchy, and by Gokiting discon’ : tent bien
have resulted, hoped to mobilise

masses against 3 workmen. allowed all the
bureaucratic elements of the Czar to retain their position,
so that although the Czar had been |, Czardom never-
theless remained.: They took no steps to bring about ,the

realisation of the 's nO st a. NY ry did not
raise a finger to bring the people nearer to the long-desired

On the 6th of November the Petrograd garrison marched
out to take the authority away from the hands of
Kerensky’s Government. . .. With whole-hearted energy
it supported the workers’ organisation. The extraordinary
Congress of Peasants’ delegates acknowl the new
Government by an overwh oe malerity. Its Central
Committee joined that of the "s and Soldiers’
Council, and at present seven ntatives of the
fometony have seats in the Worl ‘s Government.

aturally the bourgeoisie does not give up the struggle.

The Russian working-classes will not be content with
the establishment of democracy, but will use democracy as
a means for accomplishing all the stages necessary to lead
Russia step by step to an efficient Socialistic organisation
of production.

The workmen's organisations undertake both locally and
centrally the control of production. They not only specify
under what conditions goods shall be turned out, but also
what goods shall be produced and how to produce them.
Without at once abolishing property, which it is impossible
to accomplish at one stroke, they try these means to
avoid the possibility of the capitalists producing euch goods
as are not needed by the people, but only ensure to the
capitalists the biggest dividends at the time. . . .-

Gigantic difficulties stand in the way of the Russian pro-
letariat. It must build up the State for the with its
young hands, and must alter the construction of the com-

icated apparatus of capital, using its meagre experier ce
in the art of ition. ¢. . The Russian proletar'st
directs its gaze upon the proletariat of all other countries
where capital reigns, and expects them to begin the decisive
battle against their exploiters. The first to this fight
lies in an energetic and unflinching struggle for
peace.’ It is le to waste millions of lives and
milliards of , at the same time to deliver mankindfrom the yoke ol the — ek oe hoe
with the support of millions of peasants, juct this it
with all their energy. have written on their banner

the stipulation of a peace without annexations and‘ole based on the right of nations to self-res

determination. are fighting for a peace which willpecs yaaa age Sy hy ay resurrection of
nations cast down during this war of 1914-17, but also in

the breaking of the fetters which have enslaved all nations
irrespective of colour or language. Hence it is that the
Russian revolutionary working-classes and their Govern-
ment are summoning the pfoletarians of all countries to a
revolutionary fight against their Governments and

It is on this account that they address them thus :—
“Without a social revolution, there will be no lasting
peace.” This, of course, does not imply that the war
will last until Socialism has proved i in all
countries. Should we delay peace so long, capital would in
the meantime let sor eg og mutually annihilate each
other. Moreover, IALISM IS WANTED FOR THE

LIVING, NOT FOR THE DEAD. ... .
Just as thev are a with the last drop of

blood the Russia of the Socialist Revolution, should German
Imperialism refuse an honourable peace, so will they con-
clude a separate peace, if Germany tees the security
of democracy, a ‘al peace then ig made impossible
by the English, French, and Italian Imperialists.
As already stated, a general peace now

proletariats of England, France and Italy
upon us. We fervently wish for cothing more than for a
general peace, and have left and shall leave nothing undone
to bring about such. However, such a peace can only be
achieved by a most vigorous revol movement on

ir part. Remember, it will not be our fault if German
mperialism swoops down with full force upon unfortunate
France, if its cannons mow down the youth of the English
proletariat. We appeal to you, the advance guard of the
English proletariat. Strain all your forces! Time is
flying! May the hour soon strike in which you assist in
attaining the charter of nations, the peace without annexa-
tions and indemnities on the basis of the right of all peoples
to self-determination, the peace that will set free the forces
of the proletariat for the victorious st: for Socialism.
(Ex. Committee of the Council of Workmen’s, Soldiers’ and

Peasants’ Deputies.)

The Russian Labour Government
Mr. Maxim Litvinoff, Plenipotentiary of the Russian

Government, wishes to make it public that, by virtue of theletters of credentials issued by Mtr. Trotsky in the name of
the Council of Workers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Delegates
to Mr. Maxim Litvinoff as such Plenipotenti , all mem-
bers of the Russian and of the Ri Govern-
ment Committee and gener: all officials of the RussianY

it in this country, are ordered to

are
documents or cheques ed by, or contracts or agree-ments, purporting to ws cla id
bodies in the name of the Russian
recognised, unless sanctioned and counter-signed
said Mr. Litvinoff, or by persons duly guthorised by him. -All persons desiring te gute Rewaie provided
= meme rer issued by the mgd se Litvinoff, or by his
july appointed representatives those in possession of

Passports issued by the late Consul-General before his dis-
missal, must have these s vised at 82 VictoriaStreet —hours 11—1, 7 -B-oervin permission to enter
Russia will be refused.

<£.& RR

SECRET TREATIES (continued from page 942).
separated { Turkish territory and subjected Specialfegiow’ to be duseraaiaed by agremanet Uetweak ‘Toa
yeeros goo
As a general rule the Powers ubdertake

existmutually to recognise the confessions and
in the territories now acquired by them have

existed before the war.

such ions of the Ottoman+ tui on
ALSACE-LORRAINE

Alsace-Lorraine, which is to be returned to its
“‘rightful owners,’’ France, will be seen from the
following historical ‘facts to have had a varied
history :—

As they were ignored in the past, treated as mere
attributes of the lands coveted by the Lords of the
Earth, so they are ignored by the Governments
and rulers of to-day. The peace formula of the
Russian Revolutionaries would free the peoples
from their subjection; it would give the inhabit-
ants of Alsace-Lorraine the right to decide their
own destmy—to vote as to whether they desire to
enter into the citizenship of France or of Ger-
many, or to establish an independent self-

governing republic.

WELL DONE COs.
A C.O. writes that he and other C.O.s in Wandsworth
intend to use the occasion of the dismissal of the appeal of
A. H. de Stamier (condemned to death for the murder of
Captain Tighe) to protest against capital punishment.

coltei*jae TOYE & Co. Sagines
57 Theobalds Road, London, W.C.

Sele Manufacturers of
Banners and Plags for Demonstrations.

Metal and Enamelied Badges for all Societies.
Medals. Celluloid and Buttons.

: Plags for Charity Collection Days

WRITE for CATALOGUE, DESIGN & QUOTATION

ANTIQUES

For Genuine Old English Furniture and China

MARY CASEY,
29b Lincoin’s Inn Fields, W.C.2
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PARLIAMENT AS WE SEE IT
Jan 280th.—Since one party to the secret treaty withItaly had published the text of that treaty, Mr. King (L.)

asked Whether this treaty were still binding. Lord R.
Cecil waived the point by answering that ‘‘it ‘would not be
right for me to answer questions about a treaty which is
described in the as secret’’!! Further, in reply
to Mr. Ponsonby (L.) and Mr, Trevelyan (L.) Lord Robert
stated that “any we enter into is binding upon us
re it is not the habit of the British Government to

treaties" !! We liamentarians feel _be-wi ‘ai Aliale eimbenvents frocn the Foreign Office on
the one hand, and the no-annexation policy laid down by
the Prime Minister on the other. We ask, who is right ?

MONEY NO OBJECT.

The Parliamen’ Secretary to the Ministry of Labourstated, we are glad to note that where are

on men’s work” any alteration in the piece

Tos ? aa remains - ge
oneSapuliion aie Jann Withee tenes tha eee

being made, and of the necessity of being patient until they
came into operation. It looks as though Mr. Clynes
thought the food problem only came into being with the
queues! Organisation in 1914 would have possibly pre-
vented the present crisis. Mr. Outhwaite (L.) suggested
that if the whole country were as badly supplied with food
as East London, “‘the sooner the Government closed up
the War the better.” But Mr. Clynes was sure the poor
in East London would not think like that!! We invite
him to come, see and hear for himself, then perhaps he will
be wiser.

CENSORED LEAFLETS.
January 3lst.—Sir George Cave would give no under-

taking to Mr. Lees-Smith (L.) that when leaflets are
destroyed the owners would be informed of the fact.

LABOUR MANIFESTO,
Challenged ns Sag Outhwaite (L.) to withdraw the

D.O.R.A, “Regulation demanding submission of leaflets, etc.,
to his department, Sir G. Cave said he had “no intention
of advising its withdrawal.” But Mr, Outhwaite urged
that the Labour Manifesto had been

Heeseeeg.Fy} AteitspileBiteii
i i i
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t “Murder Most Foul” has
Committee,

COVENTRY LEAFLEMr. ‘TS MYSTERY.
up the matter about which eo

many rumours have been circulated. He stated that theleaflets dropped at Coventry from an aeroplane were paidfor by an officer serving in London, also member of theHouse. The authorities of the Corpsauthorised the use of Government "place tor We ;

‘be according to the principle of

but “‘no special flights were made,” it was only during
practice hours! When will this Government ingenuity to
make plausible excuses cease?

EVICTION OF SOLDIER'S FAMILY!
February 1st.—Mr. Watt (L.) drew the attention of the

House to the eviction in November last of three sisters
named Milliken, whose three brothers were serving on the
various fronts. Mr. Macpherson said that his department

i 1, it will.
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE BILE.

On January 30th and 3ist, and February Ist the House
debated the “Lords ues A few minor amend-
ments were passed hout opposition. On the proposal
to bring P.R. back by inserting in Clause 18 a new sub-
section to the effect: (1) “In a constituency
less than three nor more than five Members of Parliament,
any contested election of the full number of members shall

Proportional tation,
each elector having one transferable vote a¢ by thi
Act,” all the supporters. and enemies of Proportional
Representation used their powers of on this amend-
ment, which was defeated by 110 votes. we go to press

we learn that the Lords do not agree that P.R. should be
he Bill. The Commons refuse to accept

- Weehall not be surprised to learn that

SUFFRAGE WORKERS should spend their” holidays
at “Sea View," Victoria Road, Brighton. Hostess, Miss
Turner.

Greer’s Agreeable

BAKING, CUSTARD, EGG AND

BLANCMANGE POWDERS
In 1jd. Packets. Obtainable from all grocers, wholesale

only from
D. W. GREER & CO.,

London, S.E.5.

ELECTRIC MACHINE BAKERY

91 BURDETT ROAD, MILE END

W. WOODS ®& SONS,

Family Bakers.
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QUESTIONS OF THE DAY
VERSAILLES

Instead of a joint declaration of “War aims,”
as was expected, the diplomats at Versailles have
decided on ‘‘complete unity of military action.”
The War is to go on until ‘Germany shows a
better temper’’ than has bees displayed by the
Brest-Litovsk declarations! What is expected of
the enemy is not stated; no answer except that
“‘it is aot in the public interest’? was given to Mr.
Asquith on the subject in the House of Commons.
Is the country to be further ruined by a handful of
men who neither consult the people they profess
to represent, nor inform them of the reasons of
their autocratic decisions? Since these supermen
have tried to gain a ‘‘victory” by the sword for
almost four years and failed, we must insist that
now the people should be consulted as to their
wishes. We do not doubt their answer !

THE LAST HOPE!
If ever there was any pose of the “packed” convention

in So the “TI. Problem” to the satisfaction
of the People, now that has gone. Mr. George
Russell (42) has resigned, as.did his colleague Mr. L; 4
Both these men have the real interests of Ireland at heart.
Their resignation points that the Convention was too much
for them. Sinn Feiners, the field ig clear for you now !

ARMAGH ELECTION
The coalition of Nationalists and returned

Mr. Donnelly (Nationalist) at » the Sinn Fein
candidate receiving 1,299 votes, whilst the Nationalist got
2,316. It is spoken of as a “Sinn Fein defeat.” Is it not

4rather a nationalist defeat? Had not Mr. grag yen
porters to join hands with the followers of Sir
Carson in order to gain the day? Surely there will be a
heavy price to pay for this help !

. MRS. BAINES
In Australia a “One Woman, one Recruit League” has

ten eee, Mrs. Baines, once so well-known as a
British militant Suffragette, has been imprisoned for insult-
ing one of its members. &

LORD LANSDOWNE’S SPEECH
Lord Lansdowne’s way is not our way; but we com-

pliment him on ais | made another effort to bring some

y
truth to light. But didn't he stand up to Lioyd George
and tell him what he really thinks of him ?

THE TRIAL OF MRS. BOUVIER
As we reported last week, Mrs. Bouvier,

babi was arrested in ig on Sunday,
january 27th, on the charge of using ‘‘insulting

language and behaviour."’ The ad case
was heard at Ma h Street Police Court on
Monday, February 4th. Inspector Duncan, who
arrested Mrs. Bouvier, ‘‘to protect her from the
hostile crowd,”’ stated that it was the “arrogant
manner and foreign accent” of the speaker that
upset the crowd! He made great capital out of
a mis-statement of what Mrs. Bouvier said about
tubercular meat. She had drawn a be-
tween air-raid casualties and the f: ies which
might have been caused by the sale of a large
quantity of meat about to be sold at Smithfield,
but which was discovered to be diseased just in
time to stop the sale.

The evidence on behalf of Mrs. Bouvier given
by Mr. Penfold flatly contradicted all said by the
inspector. He said he had never seen Mrs,
Bouvier until that Sunday ; the reason he followed
her to the police station from the Park was be-
cause he wanted to see fair'play. Her arrest was
a surprise, because the crowd was with her; the
only exclamations of protest raised were against
those responsible for im bad meat for
human consumption. Mr.

prise was the greater when he saw that Inspector
Duncan was responsible for this uncalled-for -
arrest, Mrs. Bouvier had been greeted with
cheers when she went on the platform, and dur-

ing the few minutes she was allowed to speak
“the crowd was perfectly manageable; and if I
were chairman, I could have continued the meet-
ing with Mrs. Bouvier for hours." Miss Buckley
gave equally favourable evidence, and Mrs.
Carter, from Bow, gave natural and unbiassed
corroboration in favour of Mrs. Bouvier. She
lent colour to her evidence by her account of the
behaviour of a Belgian~lady in the crowd who
objected because Mrs. Bouvier referred to the suf-
ferings of Poland, saying ‘‘the crowd called to her

THE GREAT FOOD PROBLEM - -
It is both encouraging and inspiring to find that

at long last the people are revolting against the

criminal profiteering and unequal distribution of
foodstuffs. Right throughout the country there

is a vast wave of feeling expressing itself in a
united demand that the people themselves shall

control the whole of the foodstuffs, from source to

supply. The most encouraging feature of all is

that the women are taking a very prominent part

in the agitation. And, after all, that is as it

should be. It is our wives, mothers, sisters, and

daughters who have to make the money go as far

as possible; it is they who have to stand hour

after hour in snow and slush waiting for fgod,
whilst their homes and children are neglected. It

is they who are beginning to realise that whilst

the working class has to fight for the barest neces-

sities, those people who continually insult the

working class by urging them to ‘‘eat less

bread,’’ etc., are able to get the best of every-

thing with a minimum of trouble. Small wonder
is it, then, that the working women are revolting.

And I would here say that as with all other social

and economic problems, so with the food
lem; they will never. be adequately dealt with

without the active co-operation of the women.
Too long has woman been an unwilling parasite

on the men. The mem and women are beginning

to realise that man and woman must be comrades,
fighting shoulder to shoulder for the emancipation
of the working class.

In dealing with food problems there are three
fundamental points to be borne in mind. Firstly,
there is undoubtedly a of foodstuffs.
We cannot take thousands of workers from the
necessary work of food production and make

them consumers only without the food supply
suffering. The U-boats are preventing foreign
supplies ing this country. :Wie te metiiatie be oll nodeantl must
be equitably distributed i
alike regardless of social position. If pheasants,
partridges, and other poultry are plentiful and
meat scarce, then the poor should have an equal
tight with the rich to a share of the .substitutes.
The second point is that the question’ of food
supply and distribution is not merely a War prob-
lem. Before the War the majority of workers were
unable to secure sufficient food owing to the
Profiteering element, and after the War for a con-
siderable period there will be a shortage of food.
Therefore we must not rest content until the
element of profit is eliminated from the people’s
food for all time. Thirdly, we must recognise the
futility of expecting the Government to tackle the
Problem effectively. How can we expect Lloyd

George, with a full of his past career,
to make it his business to ensure an adequate

‘ting together @ representative body of work

supply of foodstuffs to the people? “And how can

we reasonably expect Rhondda, one time D. A.

Thomas, the mining magnate, who acquiesced in
the punishment of the; South Wales miners
when they struck for decent wages, to be sincere
in his work as Food Controller? Even though
they had the best intentions im the world, these
people ane members of the profiteering class and
the class instinct is so. powerful in them that they
will actively resist all attempts to eliminate profit.
Unless profit is eliminated there can be no equit-
able distribution of the people's food.
The question, then, is—How are we to transfer

the whole food supply and its distribution from
the Government to the workers? At a largely
attended conference representing Co-operative
Societies, Trades Unions, Food Vigilance Com-
mittees, Trades Councils, and other workers’

Battersea Town Hall on January rath and 13th,
the following resolution was adopted, with very
few dissentients :—
That this National Conference, recognising the failure of

the governing class to control and equitably distribute food
supplies, demands on behalf of the whole of the people the
complete control of all foodstuffs and other necessaries of
life. As a means to that end it is hereby resolved that this
Conference at once elects a committee to proceed with the
formation of a representative National Committee, drawn
from the ‘Co-cperative and Labour movements, to act as
the National Food Controt Committee.

Tt is also resolved that we immediately acquaint the
Government, by deputation to the Prime Minister (date
to be fixed by the Conference), that we demand that the
whole supply and distribution of foodstuffs shall be handed
over to this National Committee, who shall fe
from source to supply and organise distribut!
the medium of the Co-operative Societies and other
tritnaing ogentiog without the stomen of: peolt.

It is resolved that we give the Government
teen days from date of interview to accede to our
upon termination of should fail, we
a National Cessation of Work. In event of
Minister failing to concede an interview within
of request being made, the time-limit specified in
lution comes into operation automiftically.

The Selection Committee is now very bus

f

[

|
“ get-

to act as the National Food Control Committee.
When this is the deputation will
demand of the Prime Minister that the food

be handed over, and fourteen days will be
him to make up his’ mind. Should

refuse, then we are going to call upon
workers of the country to apply the ‘“‘down tools”
policy until he accedes to our demand.

That there will be difficulties to overcome
we have secured control cannot be doubted. We
are asked, for instance, how we propose to
organise ‘the production and transport of food-
stuffs from other countries. To which we reply
that the Food Control Committee will purchase

r!:

fold said his sur-"

“‘does what she thinks right in the interests of
humanity,’’ but it was, in his opinion, unwise
to speak and act as she was doing. ‘‘What would
people in Petrograd do if an ish woman were
to behave in a similar manner ?”’ he asked.

Mrs. Bouvier, who conducted her own case,
said, after judgment had been passed, that
knew her arrest was due to the fact that she
worked for an organisation advocating Peace.

e
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WHATS’ ON? —
W.S.F, FIXTURES

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY, TM ,
Great Push for Peace, 'S m and Votes for All in

Walthamstow. Meet 3 p.m., near bo office of
St. James’ Street Station, Speakers: Mrs. Walker and
others.

iy ater Kan Bow ih a0 en Miss Price.% am., ‘
Rathbone Street, Town, 3 p.m., Mre. Walker.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY
Ti 3.30 BE + Food Demonstration.

hehe sty Mise Pricea.m.,

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16th.
Great Push in Hammersmith.

INDOOR
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY, 8th.

William Morris Hall, Semers Road, Walthamstow, 7
m., Mrs. Davies, Mrs. Sizer, Miss J. Stephen, Mrs.

SA FEB!

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 10k ts Dene
Bow Women's Hall, 7 p.m., Miss Sylvia Pankhurst.
Mr. John Arnall, ‘Turkey and Peace.” Chair: Mr. L.

Admission 1d. +

Hall, Hansjer Road, Dulwich, 7.30 p.m., Mrs.
Bouvier.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13th.

Bow Women's Hall, 8.p.m. Speakers’ Class. Instructor,
Mr. L. H

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14th.
29 Lincoin’s Inn Field, 7.30 p.m., Rev. R. W. Sorensen,
“Our New War"; Miss N. Smyth, “The Present Out-
look.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18th.

Bow Women’s Hall, 8 p.m., General Meeting, London
Section

IONS

Miss Griffiths, ‘Faith or Fatalism.”

FEDERATION NOTES
CENTRAL.

I ite of raids and rumours of raids, the weekly meet-
og wee as usual. The Rev. J. T. Sadler on “The
Meaning of the State,’’ us that the keynote

te is “wealth

Wi expect ing a large audience on February
hear thee Rew RW. Sorensen on “‘Our New War.”

expect no more from the Consumers’ Coun-
from the Committee appointed to inquire

cunsiac eee, ry Bg. 28; Maw |
Decne Ve oe 3 5s. ;
Edmonton Workers’ Ui ‘Dr. Scarlet 6d.
COLLECTIONS : Mrs. , £2 bs. 34.5 Price,
1s. ;.L.S.H., 6s, =FOOD DEMONSTRATION.—London Society of Amal.
Brassworkers, 10s.
PEACE CAMPAIGN.—Miss D. Kershaw (card), 10s.;

Mrs. Hardcastle, 2s.
MD READNOUGHT” FUND —R. sur. Eeq., £25;
rs. , ; - » ; -

= eg? om > soa ae rid " 6

Richmond fiortataitt. 3 Mrs. Sizer, 5
Hamilton, Is.; Mrs. E. Edwards, 6d.
_“*DREADNOUGHT” brio ag HG FUND.—Pre-

“MILK AND CENDRAL” SISTRESS.—Anon (Montes-
sori), £32 10s.; Mre. Gibson, £2; Mrs. Baillie-Weaver
monthly), £2; Misses Gulland, £1 15s.; Miss Allen-$ooeat tess Coneamctanet dike 4
Miss Weir (monthly), £1; Nurse Hebbes ( ), 10s. ;
bygctresgrcrgedociir gr dige stocig hramabcn an an,

3 .E. Sykes (Moni Barrowman esoathty
2s. 6d.; Mrs, Baton, ‘CTIONS: L.S.A. Tool-
room, £1 12s. 3d. ; Misses J. Watts and T. Barker (Green's
Yard), 10s, 24d. ; Miss Vine, Qs. 10jd.

BOW FOOD CONFERENCE
The following organisations were represented

at the conference on Sunday, February 3rd, at 400
Old Ford Road,« Bow, to discuss ‘the Joint
Demonstration on Food in Trafalgar Square on
February roth, at 3.30 :—
Poplar, Walthamstow, Camberwell, East

Chiswick Trades and Labour Councils; Bethnal
Hammersmith No. 1, Leicester Square, Spa Road, London
City and Tottenham N.U.R.; Westminster
Workers’ Union; Packing’ Case Makers’ Union ;
mated Society of Toolmakers; Deptford No. @
Chiswick Workers’ Union; Bermondsey National Federa-
eS Fag oe ‘Walthamstow, South Hackney,

Hackney, Pancras B.S.P. ; andLL.P.; Bow. and wets raion
Women's or Guild; National Food Committee ;
West Central C.F. :

workers regretted their absence, owing to an im-
portant meeting of their own, but sent ros.
towards expenses. More donations are required
to advertise the Demonstration, and pay for
bands, etc. Other societies who intend to come

21; per

Clynes, Mr.
ry i Bentinck ss

Astor, and Mr. Fisher, the

Education ! business of such“It would be
a Go Am nt,” says “A.G.G.," “to. open up

formal negotiations with the democracies of the

even this slow old Britain may find itself
a plunge into Socialism !

But it is our business to speed the day !
E. Syivia Pankaurst.

Annual Subscription to

“Dreadnought” ... 6/6

Back Numbers ... 2id. post free

JOIN THE W.S.F, AND HELP TO GET PEACE,

SOCIALISM, AND VOTES FOR ALL.

PUBLIC MEETING
BOW WOMEN’S HALL, 400 Old Ford Rd., Bow, E.3

Sunday, February 10th, 7.30 p.m.

Speakers: Miss SYLVIA PANKHURST;

Mr. JOHN ARNALL, “Turkey and Peace.”

Chair: Mr. HOGBEN - - Admission—One Penny

bein order thatthe Phe oe
lo.

gWORKERS’ SUFFRAGE FEDERATION

Concert & Dance ao oa hai aea tents
To-day, Saturday, February 9th, 7—10-30 p.m.

Dances by JOAN LAWSON, Songs by IRENE BOUVIER.
Stories by Mr. LAWSON.

Music: M. GRISHIN: WILLIAMS VICARY and others

Admission—8d., including Tax. - - - Refreshments

KINGSLEY HALL, BOW, E.

, ‘Third Anniversary,

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY Mth, at 8 p.m.

to spare more food for the peoples of the Allies.
No! Lord Rhondda’s Consumers’ Council will
et What is = is complete control of
the fopd supply by workers’ organisations
through delegates appointed by themselves.
The farmers, who were addressed by Lord

Rhondda and Mr, Prothero, were disappointed

hey were allowed no opportunity to put
their views. We agree that the farmers-are able
to speak with an expert knowledge not possessed
by Mr. Prothero. But the workers on the land
know as much about farming as the farmers, and
the farm labourers’ tatives can supply
expert advice untainted by the profiteering. Only
the workers can be trusted to administer the food Speer
supply equally, and, as the workers are in the aa br

majority, control by the workers is majority rule. “° Fert Ba. Bow. &, | Pris Sees See

JOINT DEMONSTRATION ON

TRAFALGAR SQUARE, SUNDAY, FEB. 10, at 3-30 p.m. O O D
To DEMAND—The Control of the Food Supply by the Workers;

Aboli of Private Profit in Food;

POPLAR SOCIALIST SUNDAY SCHOOL,

20 RAILWAY STREET, POPLAR.

anyone

and 3 and
cam

8 & 9 Johnson's Court, Fleet St..
Federation, at

Equal Rationing and Distribution of Food.

PROCESSIONS from North, South, East and West. COME IN YOUR THOUSANDS!

peep er cent ny aly or ge : ye en
East London.—Dock Gates, Poplar. 1.15 pm.; Roman Applications for handbills and postersto be

Road, Bow, 12.45 Pm.; Mile End Waste, 1.30 p.m; sent to—The Workers’ Suffrage Feder-

Won [atten Seaslants Read Keapin. 3pm ation, 400 Old Ford Road, Bow, E.3.
Speakers: J. G. Beale, N.U.R.; Mrs, Butler, B.S.P.; Councillor Carter, T. & L.C.;
W. Carter, N.U.R.; T. Foot, N.U.R.; E. J. Holder, T. & L.C.; Mrs. Mason, Railway
Women’s Guild; Miss Manicom, Workers’ Union; Mr. Mackinlay, B.S.P.; Miss Sylvia
Pankhurst, W.S.F.; Miss Price, W.S.F.; Miss P. Rickards, S,W.S.P.U.; Miss Stephen,
LL.P.; Mrs. Swales, Women’s Co-op. Guild; Mrs. Walker, W.S.F.; W. F. Watson,

A.S.E,; E.C. Fairchild, B.S.P.; Ben Smith, L.P.U. of L.V.W.; Louis A. Hill; and others.


